January 2012
Last year we began with this prayer. It is just so perfect as the new year unfolds . . .

Loving God, a new year is unfolding ~ like a blossom with petals curled tightly concealing the
beauty within. Let this year be filled with the things that are truly good ~ with the comfort of
warmth in our relationships, with a deepening faith, with the strength to help those who need our
help and the humility and openness to accept help from others. As we make our resolutions for the
year ahead, let us go forward with great hope that all things can be possible with Your help and
guidance. Amen

Ok, that’s better. With heads and hearts in the right place, we’re set to begin our journey.

Here’s a good question for you. How can you tell if someone is really religious? What words
would describe them? How would they act? What kinds of things would they say? This year,

at the Winter Weekend, in addition to having a great time together, we will explore what we find

in the life of a person who is filled with the Holy Spirit. You may be surprised by what we identify
as evidence of the Holy Spirit at work, and what is never mentioned in scripture. I am excited about
exploring this with you all. Winter Weekend XV is coming fast. The cost this year is $120 per
person. If you want to come along, the sign-up sheet awaits your name.

January 6" is Epiphany, the day when we celebrate the arrival of the Wise Men. Rev. John
Lawther has invited Green Street to join his folks for an Epiphany Service that evening, Friday,
1/6 at 7:30 PM. His church is Central Congregational located at 97 Broad St. in Lynn. John
tells me that the service is unique and delightful. By the way, there’s a quid pro quo here too - the
folks from Central were invited to our Christmas eve service last Saturday night. This is a nice
relationship between our two congregations.

| I ‘ My sincere thanks to all who contributed to my very generous Christmas gift. You are very kind.
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[ will be away now for two Sundays. Steve Morrow will preach on New Years Day and Rev. Steve
Trimble will lead worship and Communion on Jan. 8. He filled in last year on the Sunday of the
Winter Weekend and will do so again this year. Many expressed appreciation of his leadership.
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Who Was Adoniram Judson?

In February there are events planned to celebrate the life and ministry of Adoniram Judson. The Green Street family
will be invited to attend. Adoniram Judson, Jr. was an American Baptist missionary, who served in Burma for almost
forty years. At the age of twenty five, Judson became the first Protestant missionary sent from North America to
preach in Burma. His mission and work led to the formation of the first Baptist association in America, inspired many
Americans to become or support missionaries, translated the Bible into Burmese, and established a number of Baptist
churches in Burma. Judson is remembered as the first significant missionary there, as well as one of the group of the
very first missionaries from America to travel overseas. Clearly a man who’s life and work are worth celebrating.
Details will follow.

Got a Few Hours to Help?
There are two painting nights scheduled this month - on Tuesday the 10" and Monday the 16™. Lee has identified the
hallway on the third floor as the target. Many hands make light work. Bring a brush if you have one, but if you don’t,
come anyway. Thanks for helpin’.

Call to Annual Meeting

Sunday, February 19, 2012 at 12:15 PM. The Annual Meeting for presentation of reports, the election of
officers, boards and committees and other business as may come before it will be held as indicated above.




Christmas In Pidures

Thatksto he &miies whdtithe Adven
Whreaththrougloutthe sared seasn:
BidgoodsSstums Solnonons
Tetertons Sheidans and Mows.

Fouteen cavles enjoyed wonddultine
visiingThe Fg¢h Home)ostermans,
Midred Austi &the Tuas.

The Chsmas Spiiwas alie!




January 2012

"See what love the Father has given us,
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that we should be called children of God."
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